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NEWSLETTER 


JANUARY, 1961 


AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP 


This year will mark the 90th anniversary of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Art Association and the 87th anniversary of the Cali¬ 
fornia School of Fine Arts. Over the years, these organiza¬ 
tions have been the most important influence on the visual 
culture of our community. However, many people are not 
aware that the two organizations are, in reality, one. This 
has made it most difficult for us to bring the community to 
a full appreciation of the major role played by the Associa¬ 
tion and School in its history and future. 

The Publicity and Public Relations Committee of the Board 
of Directors, chaired by Charles Russell, has been con¬ 
cerned with this problem of complete recognition for some¬ 
time. These men have reviewed the difficulty for us. 

First, they point out, we should investigate the name, or 
names, of our organization to see if it effectively repre¬ 
sents our activities. In considering the term San Francisco 
Art Association, they suggest that it is weak and lacking 
any implication of the range of our activity and responsi¬ 
bility. They suggest we find a more substantial name, one 
linking us more clearly with our educational activities (the 
California School of Fine Arts) and thus helping to in¬ 
crease our prestige. An increased membership and public 
recognition of our contribution to the community would 
follow more easily. 

In regard to the name "California School of Fine Arts”, 
their analysis begins by pointing out the vagueness of the 
word "California”. They say, "It could be located any¬ 
where, but it is in San Francisco, a place that carries a 
special meaning around the world”. So they suggest San 
Francisco instead of California. 

They are sure that we will never convince the world that 
we maintain a college with the departments and scope re¬ 
quired to prepare students for the bacculaureate and 
master’s degrees if we presist in calling it a "school”. 

The term "college” has itself become shopworn and they 
suggest Institute as the correct term to convey the impli¬ 
cation of breadth of program and education combined with 
individual research and creativity. 

Finally they ask, "Who will think of this as a place to 
prepare for the General Secondary Teaching Credential or 
to study ceramics, photography, advertising and illustra¬ 
tion, when the name limits us to "Fine Arts”. So they 
suggest simply Art. 


Therefore, the committee has recommended that we change 
the name of the California School of Fine Arts to San 
Francisco Art Institute. They suggest also, that this 
name, San Francisco Art Institute, would well fulfill the 
requirements for a name for the entire organization, for they 
believe it carries much better than "San Francisco Art 
Association”, the connections of breadth, continuity and 
creativity for which we stand. They point out that by 
having one name for both activities, our problem of obtain¬ 
ing and holding a high quality faculty, student body and 
membership, as well as community support for all these, 
would be greatly simplified. 

No change in the philosophy, objectives or structure of 
our organization is involved. There would continue to be 
a general and an artist membership of the San Francisco 
Art Institute, a Board of Directors of the San Francisco 
Art Institute, a faculty, staff and, of course, students of 
the San Francisco Art Institute. The program would con¬ 
tinue essentially as it is now and its presentation to the 
public would in every case clearly indicate which branch 
of our organization was responsible for each activity. The 
significant difference will be that all branches will parti¬ 
cipate as part of one organization, rather than two or some¬ 
times even more as it now often appears with resultant 
public confusion. Thus, the success of each activity will 
reflect credit on the Institute as a whole, and consequently, 
upon each of our other activities. 

This is one of the most significant proposals to be made 
on behalf of our organization in many years. It requires 
careful thought and analysis. We want to know what you 
think of it and so are planning an informal coffee meeting 
for January 23 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Social 
Hall of the School. Gurdon Woods, Executive Director and 
Fred Martin, Executive Secretary, will be present to review 
the whole problem and its proposed solution with you and 
to discuss the many questions I am sure you want 
answered. 

The suggested change has been presented to and enthusi¬ 
astically endorsed by the elected officers of the Associa¬ 
tion, members of the Board, the Artists' Council and the 
Women’s Auxiliary. I hope you will approve it also. You 
will find a ballot attached to this copy of your Newsletter. 
We hope for a large return on this ballot so that the result 
will clearly represent your wishes. Please mark, sign and 
return it to the Association to arrive on or before January 30. 

John S. Bolles , President 

Board of Directors 







S.F.A.A. ANNUAL 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, 1961 


January 23.5“7 p.m. Informal coffee meeting with Gurdon Woods and Fred 

Martin to discuss proposed ammendment of S.F.A.A. Consti¬ 
tution. (At the California School of Fine Arts) 

January 23“February 10. . .Special Art Bank Drawing Exhibition (in the S.F.A.A. Gallery) 

February 1.8 - 10 p.m. Members and Guests Preview of the 24th Annual 

Drawing, Print and Sculpture Exhibition (at San Francisco 
Museum of Art) 

February 6.C.S.F.A. registration for classes begins 

February 10.5-7 p.m. Preview for Julius Wasserstein, 1961 Nealie Sulli¬ 

van Award recipient (in S.F.A.A. Gallery) 

February 14-24.Julius Wasserstein One-Man Show (in S.F.A.A. Gallery) 

February 14.C.S.F.A. First day of classes 

February 24.Art Bank Group Show begins (S.F.A.A. Gallery) 


S.F.A.A. Gallery hours are 10 to 4, Monday through Friday, excepting holidays. 


NEALIE SULLIVAN AWARD 

The Board of Directors of the San Francisco 
Art Association is pleased to announce the 
presentation of the $1,000 Nealie Sullivan 
Award for 1961 to Mr. Julius Wasserstein. Mr. 
Wasserstein was the unanimous choice of 
the jury selected by the artist members of 
the board and consisting of Ralph DuCasse, 
chairman; Bob Howard and Glenn Wessels. 


The award is made each year from funds left 
to the Association by the late Adaline Kent, 
for presentation to "an artist of promise work¬ 
working in California". The Association will 
present a one-man show of Mr. Wasserstein’ s 
work in the Gallery opening on February 10, 
with a reception for the artist between 5 and 
7 on that day. All members and their guests 
are cordially invited to attend. 


Chase Gallery in New York presented a one- 
man show of paintings by Hamilton Wolf. 


Roy de Forest is having a one-man show at 
Dilexi Gallery in San Francisco through 
February 4. 


Henry Rasmusen has six originals from his 
recent book "Printmaking with Monotype" at 
the Art Alliance in Philadelphia. A one-man 
show of his monopaintings is being shown at 
the Museum of New Mexico through February 
8 . 


Shirley Rousseau Murphy is currently exhibit¬ 
ing at the La Jolla Annual, the California 
Water Color Society at Los Angeles County 
Museum (Merchandise Award) and in a group 
show at the opening of the new Henry Hop¬ 
kins Gallery in Los Angeles. 


A letter was received from Midori Thiel in 
Japan which told of her recent exhibit at the 
Abe Yoseido Gallery in Tokyo. Her address 
until March, 1961 will be 2244 Omachi, Kama¬ 
kura, Japan. 


DRAWING SHOW 

A special exhibition of drawings will be pre¬ 
sented in the S.F.A.A. Gallery at 800 Chest¬ 
nut Street beginning January 23 and running 
through February 10. The exhibition has been 
organized on the basis of the recent poll of 
artist members and should prove to be an in¬ 
teresting and provocative one. After presen¬ 
tation in the Association Gallery, the ex¬ 
hibition is expected to go on national tour 
for as long as a year. The final list of artists 
to be shown is not yet complete. They will, 
however, be listed in next month’s issue. 


KENNETH PATCHEN 

Artists wishing to donate paintings or prints 
for the benefit of Kenneth Patchen should 
contact Jacqueline White, 81 Madrona Street, 
San Carlos. Mr. Patchen, noted poet, has 
been seriously ill in the hospital. 

- ARTIST MEMBER NOTES AND NEWS 

Because of errors involved in listing all 
artist members who appear in laifge exhibi¬ 
tions, the policy of this column will be to 
wait until a catalogue of such an exhibition 
has been received before printing the inclu¬ 
sions of artist members. This will apply to 
Chicago Art Institute and University of Illi¬ 
nois Biennials as well as to the Oakland Art 
Museum’s Sculpture Annual. 

Apologies are made to Helen Steinau and 
Shirley Rousseau Murphy for not including 
their names among the artist member's ex¬ 
hibiting in the 35th Annual of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Women Artists. 


Jerrold Ballaine, a graduate student at 
C.S.F.A., had his first New York showing at 
the Zabriskie Gallery during December. 

A work by Hilda Levy from the 40th Annual 
of the California Water Color Society has 
been selected for national travel through the 
Western Art Museum Directors. She also has 
had a work accepted at the 1st Annual Paint¬ 
ing and Sculpture Exhibit at the Art Center 
of La Jolla. 

Mona Beaumont recently had a show at the 
Art Unlimited Gallery in San Francisco. 


The 24th Annual Drawing, Print and Sculp¬ 
ture Exhibition will open at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Museum on February 2. All members 
and their guests are invited to attend the 
preview at the Museum on February 1st from 
8 to 10 p.m. 


This will be the first time that this particular 
combination of media has been tried, and so 
everyone will want to see the exhibition and 
judge the success of the combination for 
himself. Prizewinners will be announced at 
the opening for which the members of the 
Artists’ Council will act as hosts and host¬ 
esses. There are well over 200 works in the 
show, making it a much larger exhibition 
than it has been in the past. This may make 
for a somewhat crowded exhibition. However, 
Dorothy Miller, curator of collections at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York and Juror 
for the show, felt that there was such a 
high standard of work that it was next to im¬ 
possible to reduce it any further. 


PHELAN AWARDS OPEN 

The twenty-sixth James D. Phelan Competi¬ 
tion is now open to artists who are native 
born citizens of the State of California be¬ 
tween the ages of 20 and 40. Applications 
may be obtained from the office of Phelan 
Awards, Room 814 Grant Building, 1095 
Market Street, San Francisco 3, California. 

Each applicant must furnish two paintings re¬ 
presenting the quality of his achievement. 
Application cards must be received at the 
above address by February 17. Jury for 
Northern California will be Warren Faus, 
Helen Heninger and Herwin Schaefer. 


Several drawings by Felicia Kaner went on a 
national tour with "Arts of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia - VIII Drawing" sponsored by the 
county of Los Angeles. She is also showing 
oils and drawings at the Paul Plummer Gal¬ 
leries and has participated in various invita¬ 
tional shows at community centers in 
Southern California. 

Jim Weeks is having his’first New York 
one-man show at Poindexter. 

Reed McIntyre and Tio Giambruni are exhibit¬ 
ing sculpture at the Richmond Art Center. 

Early in January, the California Palace of the 
Legion of Honor opened a show of recent works 

by Clayton Pinkerton. 

Joseph Romano is showing this month at the 
National Gallery in Seattle and also at the 
Huysman Gallery in Los Angeles. 

Jason Schoener had a recent one-man show 
at Midtown Galleries, New York. 

Wally Hedrick and William Morehouse were 
jurors for a student art exhibit at Contra 
Costa College. Editor’s apologies to Mr. 
Morehouse for erroneously stating that he 
had paintings accepted in the Corcoran 
Beinnial. 



























